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of life in rural areas. “High heailth-

NIRDPR inks pact with National Health Systems Resource Centre

Ranga Reddy, Oct 20 : The Na-
tional Instilute of Rural Develop-
menl & Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR),
Hyderabad and MNational Health
Systems  Resource  Centre
(NHSRC); New Delhi signed a
memorandum of understanding at
a wvirtual ceremony on 20th Oclo-
ber 2022 for working collabora-
tvaly on developing capacity and
skill of Panchayali Raj Institutions
on health issues. This agreemen,
entered into by Maj Gen (Prof.)
Atul Kotwal, Executive Director,
MHSRC and Dr G. Marendra
Kumar, |1AS, Direcior General, on
behalf of respective organisations,
will be initially for five years

The Mol will contribute to strengthen-
ing the capacity and skills of Panchayati
Raj Funchonanes on health, policy support,
capacity building of PRIs, research and doc-
umentation. The successful collaboration
serves as the first step lowards a long and
collaborative partnership in building heaithy
communities. Both organisations have iden-
tified the areas of comman interest for co-
operation in policy support, Capacity
building training for PRI funclionarnes, re-
saarch and best praclices.

The key areas identified under this
parinership specifically relate to policy
support, capacily building of PRI func-
tionaries, research and documentation
The Mol was signed by Brig. Sanjay

Baweja, Pnncipal Administrative Officer
MHSRC and Dr M Srikanth, Registrar and
Director (Admin). NIRDPR. in the pres-
enca of the Director General NIRDPR.
Shri Shashi Bhushan, Deputy Director
General, NIRDPR. Dr. Jyolhis Sathya-
palan, Prafessor, NIRDPR, Dr. Radhika
Rani, Director, NRLM Cell, NIRDPR, Dr.
Digambar A. Chimankar, Associale Pro-
fessor and Dr, Sucharita Pujar Assistant
Professor NIRDPR were atso present al
the event.

The NHSRC officials also aftended
the ceramony. Maj Gen (Prof.) Alul Kot-
wal Executlive Direclor, NHSRC ex-
pressed happinegss on the sighing of
Moll. He emphasised the need to effec-

tively utilise 15th Finance Commission
granis by the PRIs, and added that i
should be taken up on priorty. Speaking
on this occasion, Dr G. Narendra Kumar
IAS, Director General, NIRDPR high-
lighted the timely execution of this Mol in
the wake of COVID pandemic. The DG
emphasised on increasing awareness
among grassiools-level functionaries and
convergence of various Gol programmes
and state-specific schames, such as the
Mational Health Mission, to ensure that
healthcare mitialives in rural areas are
wéll grounded.

He urged to look al health interven-
tigns from @ poverty alleviation point of
view with a focus on improving the guality

care expanse s the second-mosl
important cause for peaple slipping
inlo poverty. Though there s a
need for affordable heaithcare
services in rural areas, PRIs lack
the capability. Developing those
capacities is a challenging task.
Panchayals should be enabled to
develop a village heaith plan by the
convergence of schames and fund
flow streams,” Dr G. Narendra
Kumar said.

Stating that the main motio of
NIRDPR is poverty alleviation and
improving the guality of ife in rural
India, he observed that out-of-
pockel expenses on healthcare
are one of the major causes of
poverty in rural India. “In this contex], de-
veloping the capacily, knowledge and
skills of PRIs on different utifisation of
heaith schemes, making them able to de-
velop a village heaith plan and monitoning
o strengthen the health systems are cn-
cial 1o improve the gualty of life of rural
communities,” he said.

Shashi Bhushan, Deputy Direclor
Ganeral, NIRDPR weicomed the officials
and emphasised the need o work on
LSDG goals and targets for developing a
healthy willage.On the occasion, both
sides discussed the possibilities of ex-
panding cooperalion lor research on pub-
lic health through the medium of
academic programmes



NIRDPR inks pact with National |
Health Systems Resource Centre:

Qctober 20th, 2022 The National Institute of Rural
Development & Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR),

Hyderabad and National Health Systems Resource
Centre (NHSRC), New Delhi signed a memorandum
of understanding at a virtual ceremony on 20th
QOctober 2022 for working collaboratively on

developing capacity and skill of Panchayati Raj
Institutions on health issues. This agreement,
entered into by Maj Gen (Prof.) Atul Kotwal,

Executive Director, NHSRC and Dr G. Narendra
Kumar, |AS, Director General, on behalf of

respective organisations, will be initially for five
years. The Mol will contribute to strengthening the
capacity and skills of Panchayati Raj Functionaries
on health, policy support, capacity building of PRIs,
research and documentation. The successful
collaboration serves as the first step towards a long
and collaborative partnership in building healthy
communities. Both organisations have identified the
areas of common interest for cooperation in policy
support, Capacity building training for PRI

functionaries, research and best practices. The key
areas identified under this partnership specifically
relate to policy support, capacity building of PRI
functionaries, research and documentation. The
Mol was signed by Brig. Sanjay Baweja, Principal
Administrative Officer NHSRC and Dr M Srikanth,
Registrar and Director (Admin), NIRDPR, in the
presence of the Director General NIRDPR. Shri
Shashi Bhushan, Deputy Director General,

NIRDPR, Dr. Jyothis Sathyapalan, Professor,

NIRDPR, Dr. Radhika Rani, Director, NRLM Cell,

NIRDPR, Dr. Digambar A. Chmankar, Assaciate

Professor and Dr. Sucharita Pujari Assistant

Professor NIRDPR were also present at the event.
The NHSRC officials also attended the ceremony.
Maj Gen (Prof.) Atul Kotwal, Executive Director,

NHSRC expressed happiness on the signing of MoU,
He emphasised the need to effectively ulilise 15th
Finance Commission grants by the PRIs, and added
that it should be taken up on priority. Speaking on

this occasion, Dr G. Narendra Kumar, IAS, Director
General, NIRDPR highlighted the timely execution
of this MoU in the wake of COVID pandemic. The
DG emphasised on increasing awareness among
grassroots-level functionaries and convergence of
various Gol programmes and state-sp ecific

schemes, such as the National Health Mission, to
ensure that healthcare initiatives in rural areas are
well grounded. He urged to look at health

interventions from a poverty alleviation point of view
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with a focus on improving the quality of life in rural areas. “High healthcare
expense is the second-most important cause for people slipping into +
poverty. Though there is a need for affordable healthcare services in rural
areas, PRIs lack the capability. Developing those capacities is a challenging
task. Panchayats should be enabled to develop a village health plan by the
convergence of schemes and fund flow streams,” Dr G Narendra Kumar |
said. Stating that the main motto of NIRDPR is poverly alleviation and
improving the quality of life in rural India, he observed that out-of-pocket |
expenses on healthcare are one of the major causes of poverty in rural
India. “In this context, developing the capacity, knowledge and skills of PRIs
ondifferent utilisation of health schemes, making them able to develop a
village health plan and monitoring to strengthen the health systems are
crucial to improve the quality of life of rural communities,” he said.Shri
Shashi Bhushan, Deputy Director General, NIRDPR welcomed the officials |
and emphasised the need to work on LSDG goals and targets for developing |
a healthy village.On the occasion, both sides discussed the possibilities of

expanding cooperation for research on public health through the medium |
of academic programmes. |
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MoU to promote
healthcare in rural areas

Esa BIN ABDUL REHMAN
HYDERABAD

THE National Institute of Rural De-
velopment and Panchayati Raj
(NIRDPR), Hyderabad and the Na-
tional Health Systems Resource Cen-
tre (NHSRC), New Delhi on Thurs-
day signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) on Thursday
in order to collaborate in developing
capacity-building and skills under
Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRI) on
healthcare issues. The MoU was
signed by Brigadier Sanjay Baweja,
Principal Administrative Officer of
NHSRC and Dr M Srikanth, Regis-
trar and Director (Administration)
at NIRDPR, in the presence of the
NIRDPR's Director General.

‘The MoU will initially be for five
years which will strengthen the ca-
pacity and skills of Panchayati Raj
functionaries on health, policy sup-
port, capacity building of PRIs, re-
search and documentation.

Both the organisations have iden-
tified the areas of common interest
for cooperation to strengthen their
practices. The collaboration will serve

The MoU will strengthen the
capacity and skills of
Panchayati Raj functionaries
on health, policy support,
capacity building of PRIs,
research and documentation

as the first step towards a long and
collaborative partnership in building
healthy communities.

Major General (Prof.) Atul Kot-
wal, Executive Director of NHSRC,
emphasised on the need to utilise
15th Finance Commission grants
effectively by the PRIs and added
that it should be taken up on a pri-
ority basis. Dr G Narendra Kumar,
Director General of NHSRC, high-
lighted the importance of timely
execution of this MoU in the wake
of the Covid-19 pandemic. He
stressed on increasing awareness
among grassroots-level officials
and convergence of various Cen-
tral Government programmes and
state-specific schemes, such as the
National Health Mission, to ensure
a practical implementation of
healthcare initiatives in rural areas.
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